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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1. 



Claims 4-8, 13-17, 22-25 and 47-102 are allowed. 



2. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



RE claims 4-7, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 3,895,270), fails 
to teach or suggest a method of demagnetizing magnetic media comprising the steps of placing 
the magnetic media in a magnetic field at a first strength level wherein the magnetic field is 
substantially perpendicular to the magnetic media and the first strength level is based on the 
magnetic coercivity of the magnetic media; and gradually reducing the magnetic field to a 
second strength level by multiple stepwise decrements, to essentially eliminate net magnetization 
in the magnetic media; wherein the magnitude of each decrement is based on the magnetic 
coercivity of the magnetic media and the second strength level is substantially zero. 

RE claims 13 and 16, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 
3,895,270), fails to teach or suggest gradually reducing the magnetic field to a second strength 
level by multiple stepwise decrements, to essentially eliminate net magnetization in the disk, 
wherein the stepwise decrements are separated by predetermined time periods, and the duration 
of each time period is based on the speed of rotation of the disk. 

RE claims 14 and 22, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 
3,895,270), fails to teach or suggest a controller for selectively providing electrical power to the 
electromagnet to generate magnetic fields at different strength levels, wherein the controller is 
configured to gradually reduce electrical power to the electromagnet from a first power level to a 
second power level, to reduce the magnetic field from a first strength level to a second strength 
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level by multiple stepwise decrements, to essentially eliminate net magnetization in the disk, 
wherein the stepwise decrements are separated by predetermined time periods and the duration 
of each time period is longer than the duration of a revolution of the disk. 

RE claim 15, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 3,895,270), fails to 
teach or suggest gradually reducing the magnetic field to a second strength level by multiple 
stepwise decrements, to essentially eliminate net magnetization in the disk, wherein the 
magnitude of each decrement is based on the magnetic coercivity of the disk. 

RE claims 23-25, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 3,895,270), 
fails to teach or suggest a controller for selectively providing electrical power to the 
electromagnet to generate magnetic fields at different strength levels, wherein the controller is 
configured to gradually reduce electrical power to the electromagnet from a first power level to a 
second power level, to reduce the magnetic field from a first strength level to a second strength 
level by multiple stepwise decrements, to essentially eliminate net magnetization in the disk, 
wherein the stepwise decrements are separated by predetermined time periods, the duration of 
each time period is longer than the duration of a revolution of the disk and the magnitude of each 
decrement is based on the magnetic coercivity of the disk. 

RE claim 47, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 3,895,270), fails to 
teach or suggest a method of demagnetizing a magnetic data disk comprising the step of 
gradually reducing the magnetic field to a second strength level to essentially eliminate net 
magnetization in the magnetic media; wherein at least one of the first and second strength levels 
is based on the magnetic coercivity of the magnetic media. 
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RE claim 49, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 3,895,270), fails to 
teach or suggest a method of demagnetizing a magnetic data disk comprising the step of 
gradually reducing the magnetic field to a second strength level to essentially eliminate net 
magnetization in the disk; wherein at least one of the first and second strength levels is based on 
the magnetic coercivity of the disk. 

RE claim 51, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 3,895,270), fails to 
teach or suggest an apparatus for demagnetizing magnetic media comprising a controller for 
selectively providing electrical power to the electromagnet to generate the magnetic field at 
different strength levels, wherein the controller gradually reduces the electrical power from a 
first power level to a second power level, to reduce the magnetic field from a first strength level 
to a second strength level, to essentially eliminate net magnetization in the magnetic media; 
wherein at least one of the first and second strength levels is based on the magnetic coercivity of 
the magnetic media. 

RE claim 53, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 3,895,270), fails to 
teach or suggest a method comprising the step of reducing the magnetic field from the first 
strength level to a second strength level while rotating the disk to essentially eliminate net 
magnetization in a recording area of the disk, wherein the rate of reducing the magnetic field is 
based on the rotational speed of the disk. 

RE claim 83, the prior art of record, and in particular Maddox (USPN 3,895,270), fails to 
teach or suggest a method comprising the step of reducing the magnetic field from the first 
strength level to a second strength level while rotating the disk to essentially eliminate net 
magnetization in a recording area of the disk, wherein the magnetic field is substantially 
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perpendicular to the disk and provides an AC erase for the recording area of the disk and the rate 
of reducing the magnetic field is based on the rotational speed of the disk. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance " 



examiner should be directed to Natalia Figueroa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7554. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David R. Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 





DAVID HUDSPETH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



